G
I 2
\ 4% 3 g
g
Contents

List of plates xi
List of figures xv
List of tables xvi
Preface and acknowledgements xvii
Chronology of significant dates in American history xix
1 The American context 1
Ethnic culture -
Political-legal culture 6
Economic culture 7
Americanness and national identity 8
Social and institutional change 13
American attitudes to US society 14
Exercises 17
Further reading 18
Web sites 18
2 The country 19

Natural resources, economic development and environmental
concerns 20
Climate 29
The regions: cultural geography 30
Native-American cultural regions 32
Cultural regions in the contemporary USA 36
Changing public attitudes: where do we go from here? 44
Exercises 45
Further reading 46

Web sites 46



vi Contents §§§\§\\\\§§\\§
3 The people: settlement and immigration 47
Mother of exiles 48
Early encounters between Europeans and Native Americans 49
The founders 51
The first wave: colonial immigration, 1680-1776 53
The second wave: the ‘old' immigrants, 1820-90 55
Settlement patterns and nativism 56
The third wave: the ‘new’ immigrants, 1890-1930 57

A renewed immigration debate and immigration restriction 58
Wartime policies and the search for principle in immigration policy 60
The fourth wave: 1965 to the present 62
Attitudes to immigrants: the contemporary debate 64
Exercises 67
Further reading 68
Web sites 68

4 The people: women and minorities 71
The reason for American women'’s and minority history 72
Women in America 72
Native Americans 78
African Americans 87
Asian Americans 92
Latinos 96
Exercises 99
Further reading 100
Web sites 100

5 Political institutions: the federal government 103

Historical origins 104
The constitutional framework 107
‘The political parties 110
"T'he legislative branch 114
The executive branch 121
The judicial branch 133
Attitudes to branches of the federal government 136
Exercises 137
Further reading 137

Web sites 138




Contents

HHEORERNENANIIN

6 Political institutions: state and local government 139

The place of state government in American federalism 140
The evolution of state government and federalism in the USA 143
The structure of state government 146
Iocal government 149
Exercises 154
Further reading 155
Web sites 155
7 Foreign policy 157
A nation apart? American attitudes to world affairs 158
From neutrality to isolationism, 1776-1830 162
From expansionism to imperialism, 1783-1914 163
Isolationism and internationalism, 1914-45 166
The Cold War era, 1946-92 169
The sole superpower in the post-Cold War era 173
The foreign-policy establishment debate 176
Exercises 179
Further reading 180
Web sites 180
8 The legal system 181
Legal history 184
The sources of US law 187
The court system 187
Federal and state court proceedings 192
The legal profession 194
Crime and punishment 196
Attitudes to the legal system 202
Exercises 203
Further reading 204
Web site 204
9 The economy 205
Economic history 206
American economic liberalism: theory and practice 211
Social class and economic inequality 212
The contemporary economy 213
Industry and manufacturing 217
Service industries 219
Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 219
Financial and industrial institutions 221

Attitudes to the economic system 226



R A s
z\\x SRR
viiii  Contents \\\\\\ﬂ@_\h&,\{ DR

Exercises 228
Further reading 228
Web sites 228
10 Social services 229
Social services history 231
The organization of contemporary social services 235
Public social services 236
The needy and the poverty line 239
Voluntary services 241
Health care 241
Housing 245
Attitudes to social services 248
Exercises 250
Further reading 251
Web sites 251
11 Education 253
American attitudes to education: high expectations 254
American educational history 255
Elementary and secondary schools 262
Higher education 270
Recent problems and policy debates 274
Exercises 276
Further reading 276
Web sites 277
12 The media 279
Media history 281
Freedom of the media 284
The contemporary print media 285
The contemporary broadcasting media 290
Attitudes to the media 296
Exercises 298
Further reading 299
Web sites 299
13 Religion 301
Religious history 302
Contemporary US religion 311
Church, state and politics 315
Religion and education 317

Attitudes to religion 318



14

Further reading
Web sites

The arts, sports and leisure
The arts

Sports

Leisure

Exercises

Further reading

Web sites

Appendices
Declaration of Independence in Congress, 4 July 1776

Constitution of the United States of America and Amendments

Index

Contents

320
320
321

323
326
335
340
344
345
345

347
350

369



