CONTENTS

BUOREWORD . ;- oo i s e apla, oreneisis: o abiies oiay s ) ese et N O TRt I I SNl v A8, oA Y
Chapter |

THE ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

In what sense did the American colonial government foreshadow the federalism of the future? . . .
What were some of the organized attempts at establishing theunion? ., . ... ... ........
What is the essential difference between a confederation and a federation? . . . . ... ... ...,
Why was the Albany Congress summoned and what was the Albany Plan? .., ...........
What was the Stamp Act Congress? . . . .. vttt ot ettt st e acunsanssnssnss
What were the Committees of Corrrspondcnce’ ............................
What events sparked off the convocation of the First Continental Congress? . . .. .. ... . ...
Why was the Second Continental Congresssummoned? . . . .. .. it in s
What other gevernmental powers did the Second Continental Congress exercise? . . . ... .....

Chapter 1l
THE BIRTH OF THE UNITED STATES

How was the Declaration of Independence drafted and proclaimed? ... ........... oL
What is the content of the Declaration of Independence? . . . . ... .. ..o
What philosophical theory was the Declaration of Independence foundedon? . ... ........
Why were the Articles of Confederation drafted and how powerful was the national government under

g A X e S Y A R N R G e e R i PR S e B i
What were the most important achievements of thc American govemnment under the Articles of

T N e e R A e e i SIS O e kS X
What are the essential points conceming the Constitutional Conventionof 17877 . . . ., .. ...
What was the philosophical theory underlying the American Constitutionof 17877 . . .. ... .,
What exactly is the Bill of Rights? How do some of its provisions function in the execution of justice

T L e T R T
How can the Constitution be amended? What amendments followed the Bill of Rights? . . . . . ..
In what sense does the US Constitution change? . . . . . . . . . . .. 0 0ttt iunnnnn
Why are most Americans so proud of their Constitution? . . . . . . . . .o v i v v i v e
What was the fate of the original documents of the Declaration of Independence and of the federal

b T e W e o oh S ) AR S SR B o L e s A R S
What is theoriginof thc Americanflag? . . . . . . . .. . . . i ittt
What is the origin of the American nationalemblem? . . .. ... ... .. ... ... .......
What is the origin of the Americananthem? . . . . . . ... ... ...t oottt enean..
L T e e e e N eIy S il s R i e s B

Chapter 111
THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

What is the structure of the federal legislature? . . . . . . ... .. it
In what way is Congress today a continuation of the Continental Congresses and of the first
Congress Unter 16 CONSEIIIONT .. . o0 i s s oo esieuste.sn o s koo tvie s e wis v eruie. s

g

ERE

BERR

SEREE

37

123



What is the membership of Congress? . . . . o oo v oo can e oecne s s e A R R
What are the constitutional qualifications for Representatives and for Senators? . . ... ... A
Who are the key members in Congress? . . . . ..o v oo R o GG At e s TS ST 5
What is the meaning of the term “Congressman™® . . . . ..o one v mcn e vn e
Do members of Congress really represent the people? . . . . . . v ov - v o e
What is the social and professional background of the majority of members? . ... ...
What are the fundamental differences between the British Parliament and the US Congress? . . ...
What factors contribute to the decentralization of powerin Congress? . . . . .o v oo v oo e v
What powers does the Constitution vest in ConEress? . . cv vctiasse s sesree s as
What are the exclusive powers of each chamber of Congress? . . . . . - . . TR g R s TR
What exactly isimpeachment? . .. . ..o vt ai i nn s n it e
What are the main functions of Congress today? - . . . .« v o v v v ov e s \ .....
What is the congressional committee system? . . . ., ... e ca s s
How many committees and subcommittees are there in Congress? - .a v s s ie s i
What is the role of the political party machinery in Congress? = . . .. .. ccoov cucne oo
What exaetly is the “seniorily rule™? What are the powers of the commitiee chairman? . . .. ...
How does Congress perform its law-making function? . . . .. v o v e s e
How docsa committeeactona bill? . . . ..o c e et s s st
What exactly isa Senate “filibuster™ . . . .00 ot peem s e
What exactly are “lobbies™ . . . .4t 0v e ea s st s
What is the role of pressure groups and lobbies in the US political sydem? ... .o e
In what way are pressure groups and lobbyists involved with Congress? . . - v s eese e s
Which are some of the powerful lobby groupsin the US? . . . . . AR U i R R DN
How does Congress perform its function of oversight? . . oiaaeie s e s saabe e sa n
What is the congressional function of “rasework™ . . . v oo s e s e

Chapter IV
THE PRESIDENCY AND THE PRESIDENT

Why is the United States government designated presidential and not a cabinel or pardinmentary
SRT s o3 B or ket S e e g Ak el e e A E b N A e PR
How powerful is the office of the Presideney today? . .. .s s v sesanse st a ey
How was it originally planned by the Founding FAtRersY 0o oo o aince siminnal o s ivov: yRsa e s vz
What factors have most strongly contributed to the growth of the Presideney? . . . .. - -0 oo0 e
What are the President’s main constitutional and extra-constitutional powers and responsibilities?
What are the most important checks on the Presidential powers? . . .« c oo - e i c e v
By what tactics can the President evade the checksimposed onhim? . . . ..o ea e
What is the general structure of the exceutive branch of government? . ... - - iwe - s e
What exactly is the Executive Office of the President? What is the White lHous: and how did this
R N OO R e P GINGE r S PYOLC G, 2 T A PO SRS s s le K
What functions does the Vice-President perform? - - <« o v v oomcvcvv e v Jun s s e e
What are the constitutional and extra-constitutional requirements to candidates for the US
Presidency? < oo . s cec b vneaas o R MO
What is the typical background of American Presiden Y s s RS ok RS G R
How does the President begin his official duties? . . . . .o oo vv v v v o e et & e o i
How many terms can a President serve? . . . . . G S S e P BT S
Which Presidents did not complete their terms of T e e N R e e e e IR 32 2.
Whatisthe “Fatal 208 TOWORY™Y o oo v v s vvereveinompoiescosvabaitenejses
What privileges and benefits do American Presidentsenjoy? . . . . ... .c e e e s
What are the main roles that the American President playstoday? . . . .cioiie e

Chapter V
THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY

How are federal judiciary powersvested? .. o .o v ieier s e e e
What kind of law is applied by Americanjudges? .. . . .o e s

124..

GROSSEREEELREEEE BBEE

) 1 I
4 0 A

58
39
o

02



What is the relation of federal laws tostate laws? . . . . . . . . .. ... . ...
What is the meaning of “due processof law™ . . . . . . . . i e e e e e
WIY doastuial v Jory sty AR 7 R e T L R
What does “subpoena™ mean? How was it applied in the Watergate Affair? . . .. .........
What i the power of “Jadiellreview™? . . L e e
In what way i the Supreme Court involved inpolitics? . . . ... ..................
Is “judicial review™ the primary function of the Supreme Court? . . . . .. .. ... ........
What is the jurisdiction of federal courts? . . . . . . . . .. i i e
Which cases are covered by state jurisdiction? . . . .. .. ... ...
Which court does a case of assassination of 2 US Presidentgoto? . . . . . . .. ..o v v i s,
What is'the relation between federal and state courts? . . . . . ... ... .. ... ...,
What is the structure of the federal judiciary? . . . . ... . .. ... ...t
How are the federal courts of general jurisdiction organized? . . ... .. ..............
What are the federal courts of special jurisdiction? . . . . . ... ... ... ......... ...
What Caeei g0 $0: the SRt oMY o 272 s ) i bt s e S e b e s
How are federal judges chosen? What are their terms of office and their salades? . . . . . ... ..
Can the President significantly influence the character of the Supreme Court? . . . . .. ......
What is the relation between the federal courts system and the Department of Justice? . . . . . .. .
In what way are state and local judiciary systems patterned after the federal model? . . . . ... ..

Chapter VI
POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS

What are the reasons for discussing the ‘American political parties under the same heading as the
BIOSIOTRY SYSEEmT 00 ) A e S T R
Why is the United States said to have a two-party system? . . . . .. ... ... ... .......
How many political parties are there in the United States® . . _ . . . . .. ... ... .......
What were the most important stages in the growth of American working<lass organizations and
e A B W S S s Sy S e S S O ST
What are the origins of the Communist Party of the United States and what has been the status and
role of this party on the American political scene? . . . . . .. ... ... ..., ... ...
What are the differences between the Democratic and Republican parties? . . . . . . .. ... ...
What are the essential characteristics of the US party-system? . . . . .. . .. ..o v s o,
What are the main characteristics of the American electoral system? . . . .. ... .........
Why was the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November chosen as general election day? 3
In what way are membersof Congresselected? . . . . . . .. .. ... .. ...
What does “gerrymandering™ mean? . ... ........... S O SO G e o
What are the phases the candidate usually has to go to be elected Senator or Congressman? . . . . .
What is the real significanee of the presidential elections? How is the President elected? . . . . . . .
What is the relation of the popular vote to the electoral college vote in the presidential elections?
B O ORI s s e e AT e S SN L S TR

SEEEBEIREARE



